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PEACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


No. 672 


U.S. PACIFISTS URGE 
C.0. RIGHTS FOR ISRAEL 


New York. 


NCLUSION in the proposed Con- 
stitution of Israel of a specific 
provision recognising the rights of 
conscientious objectors was urged 
upon Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President 
of Israel, by Dr. George W. Hart- 
mann, national chairman of the War 
Resisters’ League. 


In a letter sent to Dr. Weizmann on the 
eve of a testimonial dinner to him, given 
by the American Committee for the Weiz- 
mann Institute of Science, Dr. Hartmann 
noted with satisfaction that the proposed 
constitution contains a provision such as 
article 15, which states: ‘Freedom of 
conscience and the free exercise of all 
forms of worship, subject only to the main- 
‘tenance of public order and morals, shall 
»be ensured to all.” 


In announcing his letter, Dr. Hartmann 
also made public for the first time here a 
letter written last February by Dr. 
Albert Einstein, noted scientist, to the 
War Resisters’ International in England, 
of which the War Resisters’ League in 
the U.S. is an affiliate. 


Dr. Einstein’s letter said, “I should be 
gratified if the State of Israel would es- 
tablish a legal basis for the status of con- 
sSclentious objectors. I believe it would be 


a step in the direction of the best Jewish 
moral tradition.” 


SPRING SOWING! 


‘ —Fellowship, USA. 
How American pacifists view the Pact. 


WELSH CHILDREN’S: 
PEACE MESSAGE 


‘THE fiftieth anniversary of the First 
Hague Peace Conference on May 18, 
1899, will see the twenty-eighth annual 
Goodwill Message” go out to the world 
from the children of Wales. 
ee ia ralgwing, ts aye pext of the message, 
eroaucas . 37: tres 
ate p.m, on Mayas. BC on 373.1 metres 

This is Waies calling! 
iris of Wales are ealling 
Fg of all_the world! 

e rejoice, to think 
tumult, on this day of hie ae she 
greet each other as members of One Pe 
family, the family of the nations of the 
future. ? 

The world is full of suffering, cruelty and 
Strife. And we are told that civilisation 
may perish. Let us tell the world that 
civilisation shall not perish. 

More than ever the world needs what we 
alone can give—the confidence and the 
comradeship of youth. 

May we then, on this Goodwill Day 
dedicate ourselves afresh to the service of 


GANDHI AND THE PPU 


_ Extracts from an article by Mahatma 
Gandhi endorsing the PPU pledge as 
a right and a practicable course of 
action appear under the heading “Ten 
Years Ago” on page 3, 


The boys and 
the boys and 


our fellows in ever-widening circles, to the 
Service of our home, of our neighbourhood. 
of our country so that our country may 
better serve the world to which we all 
belong? 

So shall we, millions of us, grow up to’ be 
the friends of all and the enemies of none. 
A € message is re-broadcast and reprinted 
in many countries. Last year it went out 
from all Austrian radio stations and also 
from Buenos Aires. 

For the’ first time since the war, there 
was a reply last year from China and also 
from Japan, the jatter reading: 

T am a teacher in High School. When 
(some ten yed¥S ago) I was serving in 
primary school I was sent the Welsh 
Children's Message pamphlet ... I hope 
anxiously to co-operate with you again. 

Y. Nozama, Aichi-prefecture, 
e Nishikamo, Japan, 


; war 


May 13, 


1949 


THREEPENCE 


American Quakers ask 


SEVEN QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE PACT 


The Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee in Washington is now receiving 
evidence on the Atlantic Pact prior to 
the debate on its ratification. 


The Society of Friends Committee 
on National Legislation, of Washington, 


Is the Pact consistent with 
United Nations Charter? 


es ATLANTIC Pact Viewed at UN as 
~"" Fatal Blow,” runs a banner headline 
in the Chicago Daily News of March 7, 
1949, over a story from Lake Success, 
written by their correspondent, who says: 
“The United States is throwing so 
much emphasis behind the proposed At- 
lantic Pact that if continued it could be a 
kiss of death for the UN, The USA may 
be giving lip service to the UN and its 
possibilities, but in reality it is selling 
the UN straight down the river. . . . 
Unless. the United Nations gets full and 
honest support from the USA and the 
other big Powers, it will not survive.” 


While Articie 51 provid- 
ing for regional defence 
pacts was put in the Char- 
ter largely to accommodate 
the USA in regard to the 
Monroe Doctrine, Article 53. 
specifically says: 

“No enforcement action 
shall be taken under re- 
gional arrangements or by 
regional agencies without 
the authorisation of the 
Security Council.” 

Felix Morley, in the Feb- 
ruarFy 16 issue of Human 
Events write: 

“The Department of 
State is trying manfully 
to turn the Vandenburg 
Resolution and Article 51 
of the Charter, into two 
pillars for the support of 

the North Atlantic Treaty. It can only 
be done by a tour de force. The pro- 
jected treaty is clearly designed as a 
military alliance ... against other mem- 


the 


bers ... And to assert that the UN 
Charter ever contemplated such a 
travesty is absurd. . Only Ameri- 


cans are fooled by our feverish effort to 

build an alliance against Russia ‘ within 

the framework of the United Nations ’.” 

Can the United Nations be strengthened 
by dividing the world in half and arming 
one set of members ... against another 
set of members? Or can it be strengthened 
orly by disarmament and the revision of 
the UN to give it more moral and political 
power? 


Can alliances keep peace? 


BLAIR BOLLES starts an article in the 

New Republic for Feb. 21, by saying: 
_ “The 20th century diplomatic boneyard 
is littered with dead defence treaties that 
failed in their purpose. They did not 
prevent the outbreak of war, and, once 
came, they did not always secure 
victory. : .. The inevitable consequence of 
this Kind of treaty-making is to provoke 
the other side to make treaties of its 


own. - . . Nobody k by a 
alliance race.” gecoceagthe. peace by: an 


What may be the effect on Russia? 


MPHE nataral thing will be for the 

Russians to interpret the arrangements 
as directed against them; to prey upon 
their fears regarding encirclement... and 
to increase their pressure upon neighour- 
ing countries like Finland... . 


What will the programme cost? 


Q)FFICIAL spokesman for the Pact have 
~ been singularly reticent about the cost 
but have declared that the military pro- 
gramme would be “ modest ” and secondary 
to the economic recovery programme. .. , 
The United Press reports that “the 
Administration plans to ask Congress to 
authorise a military Lend-Lease to cost 
between $1,000 million and $2,000 million 
In the first year.” And it adds “Some 
estimates have placed the cost between 
15 and 25 billion during the next five 
years. ...” 
Compare the above cost for a multi- 
biilion rearmament programme at home 
and abroad with the pathetically small 
Investments which the U.S. makes in 
agencies of the United Nations—$18m 
for the U.N. itself; $14m for the solution 
of world hunger through the Food and 


in its periodical Memorandum of In- 
terest to Religious Groups, publishes 
“Some Questions About the Pact,” 
with a view to informing public opinion 
while the hearing of the evidence is in 
progress. Among them are the 
following: 


Agricultural Organisation; $3} m_ for 
“creating in the minds of men the de- 
fences of peace through UNESCO... .” 


Are there any lessons from history 
regarding shipment of arms to 
other countries? 


HERE are several such lessons. 

Besides what we supplied during the 
war, the US has furnished the Chinese 
Government about two billion dollars 
worth of military equipment and supplies 
... since V-J Day. It is estimated that 
about 90% of those military supplies are 
now in the hands of the Chinese Com- 
munists. 

France heavily subsidised her ally, 
Czechoslovakia between the wars. Tanks, 
artillery and planes which France paid 
for and which were manufactured by 
Skoda, were seized by Hitler, and were 
used by the invading German army to 
overpower the French in 1940. 

The U.S. shipped 20 million tons of scrap 
iron to Japan in the 1930’s. Much of this 
was returned in shrapnel at Tarawam, 
Guadalcanal and Okinawa. 

When you put arms in the hands of an- 
ther man there is no absolute guarantee 
that they will be pointed the other way. 

On the basis of the current situation, if 
there is not substantial progress in econo- 
mic health and_ stability, can any one 
guarantee that Italy’ or France, for ex- 
ample, will not go Communist within the 
next 20 years and cease to be an ally? 


Is the real threat to the West from 
Russia military or ideological? 


TINHE United States News and World 

Report for March 18, in a three-page 
story based on interviews with top civilian 
and military officials at home and abroad, 
doubts that the Russians plan or want war 
in the immediafe future. This would in- 
dicate that the present opportunity should 
be used for a determined effort to end the 
cold war and seek a series of settlements 
with the Soviet Union. Russian living 
standards are miserably low. The Russian 
people are war-weary. The Russian eco- 
nomy is badly wounded. 


Can the march of revolutionary Com- 
munism be stopped by cold steel? 
whether we intend it or not, to seem to 
be on the side of the Dutch in Indonesia, 
or the French in Indo-China, or to be 
bolstering up conservative regimes in 
Greece and Turkey, is to fan the flames 
of Communism. 

The conduct of USA has to appear con- 
vincing to the hundreds of millions of 
coloured people in Africa and Asia, to the 
peoples who are being wooed or pressured 
by both the democracies and the Commun- 
ists. Will more planes and_ bayonets 
shipped to France and Italy put food in 
the mouths of workers, build houses over 
their heads, divide lands held feudally or 
clerically, and instill democracy instead of 
Communism? 


What will be the effect on post-war 
recovery at home and abroad? 


UR own post-war readjustment is being 

delayed by the inflationary effect of 
15 billion dollars spent on armament, plus 
the increasing reliance of industry on war 
orders. 

Add to these the growing restrictions on 
freedom, the spy mania, the loyalty in- 
vestigations, the pressure against discussion 
of controversial subjects, and the other 
human and spiritual costs to the American 
people. 

_To the extent that scarce resources are 
diverted to rearmament in Europe, to that 
degree will the needed restoration of fac- 
tories, houses and goods be delayed for the 
welfare of the people of Europe, now sub- 
sidised by USA at the rate of about 5 
billion dollars a year throuch ECA. 

Are we to have a revetition of war 
Scares to put the Pact through Congress, 
with accompanying appropriations, such as 
we had to put over Selective Service? 


America must choose 


"THE people of the USA must decide 
whether they will subscribe to a semi- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


MUST CHILDREN DIE. 


: AS NATIONS ARM? | 


Because the world will not contri- 
bute £7 million, the United Nations’ 
child feeding scheme and fight against 
T.B. may have to close down. 

(News Chronicle, May 4th, 1949). 


Britain has declined to hold a money 
raising campaign for the United : 
Nations International Children’s } 
Emergency Fund but is spending £760 : 
million on arms and recruiting. 


The tragedy of World War II has : 
not yet ended for many children. i 


WARS WILL CEASE WHEN MEN 
REFUSE TO FIGHT! 


What are YOU doing about it? 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Shenpard House, ; 
6, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 : 


Above is the text of the leaflets confis- 
cated by the Police on Army Day. Further 
copies are still available from the PPU for 
distribution. 


ARMY DAY 
was 


PEACE DAY! 


Attempts to inaugurate a British Army 
Day as a stimulus to recruiting resulted 
in peace demonstrations in London which 
had the reverse effect of that normally 
expected from a military display. 


London’s Parade marched through 
streets thinly lined with silent people; 
a silence which caused the Rey. Leonard 
P. Smith of Edinburgh, who was in Lon- 
don for the day, to write a vigorous 
letter of protest to the Daily Express 
asking—“ Why are Londoners too lazy 
to cheer?” 


EMBERS of the PPU distri- 

buted over 1,000 copies of the 
leaflet illustrated above _ as 
Britain’s conscript army, heavily 
guarded by the police, marched down 
the Strand last week. 


By the time the head of the mile-long 
procession had reached Ludgate Circus 
(where it was to be halted by a courageous 
group of mothers linking arms across the 
road) the police had confiscated all the 
remaining leaflets which the distributors 
had left in their hands. 


Sybil Morrison, PPU Campaign Organi- 
ser, was the first to be asked by a police 
officer to stop giving out the leaflets. She 
challenged his authority to do so, and on 
repeating her request to be told under what 
regulation he was acting, Sybil Morrison 
received the support of a Pressman stand- 
ing by, who said to the officer, “ You ought 
to answer the lady, you know.” 


The officer’s only reply was that he was 
instructed to stop the distribution of leaf- 
lets within half a mile of the procession. 

Phyllis Vallance then took over the dis- 
tribution at the same point—the corner of 
the Aldwych and the Strand by Wellington 
Street—until her leaflets were confiscated. 
Hugh Brock next moved up to the site for 
a further ten minutes until he in his turn 
was approached by a police officer. Hugh 
Brock was told that the leaflets were being 
confiscated under “The Commissioner’s 
regulations for the day of the procession.” 

Hilda von Klenze, of the German section 
of the War Resisters’ International, and 
Jack Salkin also had their leaflets confis- 
cated at other points along the Strand. 

Enquiries made by Peace News at the 
Scotland Yard Press Bureau and at police 
stations revealed the fact that no regula- 
tions for the procession had been widely 
circulated. All the police officers contacted 
were unaware of the existence of any such 
regulation. 

Sybil Morrison has lodged a protest with 
the Commissioner for Police at this confis- 
cation of PPU property. 

The distribution of the leaflets aroused 
no hostility, several people greeted the dis- 
tributors with. such remarks as “ good 
work,” or “ good for you.” More important 
still, it brought the name of the Peace 
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Church’s dilemma 
(continued) 


Commentary 


The two conferences 


E do not profess to estimate 

the true relation between the 
closing Conference at Bonn and the 
coming Conference of Foreign Mini- 
sters at Paris. 

The success of the former is no direct 
assurance for the latter, which faces such 
enormous problems as German unity and 
the withdrawal of troops. Most observers 
are not over-optimistic. But that is no 
reason for ignoring such real and hopeful 
advances as the Bonn Conference indicates. 

By adopting the basic law of the West 
German State by an overwhelming majority 
the Parliamentary Council has provided 


trospective, States—cumbersome, _ thick- 
skinned creatures that they are, naturally 
have elephantine memories. Writing of 
the recent Dublin celebrations in honour of 
Eire’s severance from the Commonwealth, 
Roy Sherwood wrote: “They seem to me 
mainly a display of emotion, in greater part 
a pay-off of old grievances against the 
English. . . . A  people’s memory of old 
wrongs is enduring.” 

That is understandable, despite the fact 
that for the previous 30 years Britain had 
left Ireland alone. But for the last 30 
years a sequence of British Governments 
and statesmen have displayed persistent 
antagonism to the Russians. And we can- 
not expect such a drastic purge of memories 


Arming the Pact 


JFeVIDENCE given before the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee is nearly | 
completed. 

The North Atlantic treaty countries will 
be required to increase their defence expen- 
diture next year by 5 per cent. on the eur- 
rent year and their total defence expendi- 
ture will be less than one-tnira cf the 
American $15,000 million military budget. 

The arms will be given, not ient; the 
U.S. will retain the right to stop shipments 
at any time; the arms may not be used 
outside the Atlantic area, nor used to re- | 
place equivalent arms which are for use 
outside it, nor transferred to other coun- 
tries. And will potential foes please note 


ie 


| an outline of a democratic federal Germany even from totalitarians. i ; passive 

t A of the kind most Germans probably desire. Their present attitude—their mistrust of new meticulous peer - : you W: 
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sanctioning the use of the bomb, it | obstacle to a settlement.” with the efforts of British statesmen to Kindness to the £ land tt 


might equally be ‘“‘accused of apos- 
tasy ” if, having renounced the bomb, 


it “delivered the world to the per- | 
version of conscience and spiritual | 


slavery.” 


And so say all of us. But with what 
weapons do they hope to kill it? More 
bombs and tanks? 

What needs killing first is the fantastic 
| belief that it is any use holding out “the 
hand of friendship” while the other hand is 


appease Nazism 
Bolshevism.” 
Until the Russians have forgotten chis we 
must not. Such deeply-rooted resentment 
can only be dispelled by a gesture so ex- 
treme as to preclude all possibility of mis- 


as a “bulwark against 


T is one of the many disadvintages of 
a country which cannot support itself 
that it can’t fix the value of its own money. 
Once the goods get into the country the 
Government can keep the former dictator, 
Finance, more or less in its place. But 


C 
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PACIFISM 


IN 


IRELAND 


What practical ways are there in a small country of teach- 


ing friendship and understanding? 


Perhaps this may seem an 


exclusively Irish problem, unsuitable for Peace News; but the 


problems of Ireland are the problems of all smal] countries and 
I doubt whether they can be solved without the assistance of 


the large ones. That is my excuse for discussing this Irish 


problem as if it was a universal one. 


By Hubert Butler 


N Ireland, if you told a fellow- 
countryman that you believed in 
passive resistance he would look at 
you with surprise and dismay, but, 
if you added, “You see I am a 
Friend,” a look of ready understand- 
ing would cross his features, ‘“‘ Ah, I 
see!” he would exclaim with relief, 
“ Of course!” 

Once an oddity has been classified, we 
will accept it more readily than any other 
people. We have a respect for the regis- 
tered and certified fait accompli that makes 


us at our best the most tolerant of people, 
at our worst the most slavish. 


On the other hand, the uncatalogued in- 
dividualist will be more miserable in Ire- 
land than any where else. Ireland, of 


Open letter to a 
non - pacifist 


My dear friend, 


You, with whose politics I am not 
in agreement, said to me recently, at 
the end of a long and passionate argu- 
ment on world affairs—‘ In the last 
resort I would rather fight than be a 
slave.” 

You, being a person of great pro- 
bity, courage and kindness—it is to you 
and to the many who think like you, 
that I feel there is this to say. 

Time was when fighting for your 
“one spot, beloved over all” did indeed 
prevent slavery. A pushed B back out 
of his terrain, and peace reigned, 
temporarily at least. 

How can it be made clear to those 
of you who would gallantly defend 
your home and nation, that the scien- 
tifie development of men’s brains has 
produced conditions in which man can- 
not avoid slavery by conquest of arms? 

You consider that a certain amounte 
of slavery—the tyranny of bureau- 
cracy, you would call it—obtains today, 
in this England, which was victorious 
in the last war. Slavery is relative, 
and may be political, economic or social. 
How can you be persuaded that no 
slavery would be more complete than 
that another war would bring both 
victor and vanquished, that honour no 
longer derives from fighting and dying 
for the motherland? 

The whole angle of approach to the 
quarrels of man versus man, has taken 
a new slant, with the full development 
of atomic power and its concommit- 
tants. 

You and I are agreed that life is not 
worth living if we have another world 
war, You, I know, would bravely die, 
uncomplaining, if you could feel your 
death saved England and the tradi- 
tional way of life. 

he truth is that it wouldn’t. 

The destruction of man doea not 
destroy man’s ideas. Fascism is not 
dead, nor would world war kill Com- 
munism, 

The old boundaries are down— 
death and destruction fall on victor 
and vanquished alike, once man lets 
loose the atomic power that poisons the 
earth, for both friend and foe, for in- 
calculable years. 

It has all been gradual, from the 
slings and stones that protected man’s 
offspring in the dawn of time—through 
the deadly long-bows of six hundred 
years ago, the discovery of gunpowder, 
armed navies, death-dealing air-craft, 
down to the mechanised impersonal 
death-blow of the rocket and atom 
bomb. , 

Each new devilish device has brought 
more and more people within its scope. 
Army v. Army has turned to air-force 
v. civilians, and now the “great globe 
iteelf, yea, all that it inhabits” shall 
become the tomb of indiscriminate 
victims of the inability of man’s spirit 
to keep pace with his brain. 

In the presence of death I would 
rather have you, my disagreeing friend, 
by my side than most people—cannot 
your courage, and the courage of 
countless others, face this new stage 
in the human problem of life and death 
—and realise that the qualities you 
bring to.the land you love must serve 
her in a ne®way? 

What that way is needs nositive de- 
monstration: but at least all the brave 
ones can join hands and say now, im- 
mediately: “ Thus far and no further 
—war must not be.” 


PHYLLIS VALLANCE. 
SS 


course, has a reputation for wilfulness and 
eccentricity, but if you go into the matter 
you will find that most of the notable 
characters derive from the eighteenth cen- 
tury tradition; they belonged to or received 
countenance from the ascendency class. 
The Irish gentry had a privileged position 
denied to their English equivalents. Often 
they carried self-expression to extra- 
ordinary lengths. They believed and said 
exactly what they liked. They minded the 
disapproval of their compatriots so little 
that few found it worth while disapproving. 


Uneasy mockers 


Now that is all changed. Those to whom 
privilege was a birthright have gone and 
the new privileged are uneasy and self- 
conscious. They mind intensely what people 
say of them; they console themselves by 
thinking that there is almost no one that 
they cannot disconcert with their own 
sniffs of disapproval. Because of this, 
when anything unorthodox is said or done, 
their is a hurricane of sniffing and mock- 
ing. The inhibitions of centuries are let 
off like squibs, and an obvious target is the 
unusual person. That is why the passive 
resister will not come out into the open till 
our country is more established and self- 
confident. 


At the moment, as a fellow-traveller of 
the Society of Friends, the war-resister can 
find reassurance and sympathy, but I don’t 
think I am showing disrespect for that 
noble body if I say that their problems are 
different from those of the unclassified 
fighter for peace. Their insubordinate 
days are now over and it ts hard to recall 
that they were once gaoled as disturbers 
of the peace, dangerous innovators and 
heretics. Their claims to be different have 
been admitted and they are pillars of 
society. And you cannot be a pillar of an 
essentially militarist society and also its 
whole-hearted critic. Their criticisms of 
society often seem part of an ancient rite 
and are listened to with bowed heads and 
wandering thoughts. 


Inevitably, as the pioneers of pacifism, 
the Friends are its leaders and the man 
who does not belong to the Society of 
Friends would hesitate to teach his grand- 
mother to suck eggs or distract her from 
what is now her primary occupation, the 
relief of suffering, the care of the bereaved, 
the dispatch of food and clothes. These are 
all honourable occupations and no one does 
them better than the Friends. 


No, the problems of the born pacifist 
are very different from those of the con- 
vert. The convert is an impatient fellow 
and having turned his back on his friends 
and often his opportunities and his career, 
he is seldom content with relief work. He 
wants to change society, not just to rub 
healing ointment into its wounds. 


What can he do here in Ireland? How 
can you in England help us to escape from 
the ignominy of neutrality and to play a 
positive, not a negative role in the building 
of peace? Direct pacifist propaganda has 
few prospects. In Ireland to go far off the‘ 
beaten track is suicide. 


A positive need 


Moreover I do not think that it is so 
necessary in small States to preach peace, 
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Pastoral 


HE evil of nationalism in its 

present-day manifestations lies 
in the excessive emphasis that is 
placed upon it. 


Were it conceived as no more than a 
qualified and useful means of furthering 
high and worthy ends, little fault could be 
found with it. There is no redson why 
nations, like individuals, should not help 
to advance the spiritual order of the world. 
But as it exists today nationalism is no 
more than an end in itself, to be nourished 
and strengthened in order that it may serve 
its own limited and selfish interests. 


From being a potential instrument of 
human progress it has become degraded 
into a self-centred concern for what mini- 
sters mainly to its immediate and material 
advantage. 


§ 


Ever and again through the years there 
have arisen peoples possessed of this ex- 
aggerated idea regarding the importance of 
the place they filled in the historical de- 
velopment of the race. Of this particular 
obsession Hitler provides a popular example, 
But to think for a moment that he stands 
alone would be to display that national self- 
pride so deserving of condemnation. 


To a greater or lesser degree it is a sin 
of which all nations are guilty. 


The immeasurable harm it has wrought 
is written all too plainly upon the pages of 
human history. The false valuation a 
nation will put upon its place‘and function 
in the world must always constitute a very 
real and formidable hindrance to mankind’s 
progress towards truer levels of thought 


a negative virtue, as brotherhood, a positive 
one. Those who have once tasted neut- 
rality in a world war will be neutral till 
their neutrality is violated. 


In a small State like Ireland a peaceful 
foreign policy may be taken for granted. 
If war broke out, at most we might send an 
army of volunteers, such as went from 
Ireland to fight for Franeo in Spain. But 
the suppression of volunteer armies which, 
for disinterested or mercenary motives go 
to fight in foreign lands does not seem to 
me of primary importance. The great evil 
is when apathetic or unwilling people are 
forced to hate, to fear and finally to kill 
those towards whom they feel no sponta- 
neous dislike. If we could strike at that 
crime the other evils would die of their own 
accord. 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, May 12, 1939 


Mahatma Gandhi, writing in Harijan, 
gives an affirmative answer to a correspon- 
dent who aske, “Is the carrying out of the 
pledge of the Peace Pledge Union a right 
and a practicable course of action... .” 


Going on to deal with another argument 
that “to refuse co-operation in violent re- 
sistance (i.e., to be a conscientious objector 
in case of war or conscription) in defence 
of democratic liberty is tantamount to 
helping those who are destroying that 
liberty,” Mr. Gandhi declares that for fear 
of doing so pacifists should not “ miss the 
only effective chance they have of demon- 
strating their undying faith in the futilits 
of all war.” 


; “The democracies must respect the 
liberty of individual non-violent conscience 
however inconvenient it may be. From 


that respect there will spring hope for the 
world, 


“This means that they put their con- 
science and truth before their country’s 
so-called interest. For, regard for one’s 
conscience, if it is really such, has never 
yet mjured any legitimate cause or interest. 


PACIFISTS MUST RESIST 


“ Therefore, it comes to this, that a 
pacifist must resist when he feels strongly 
that, whether so-called democracies live or 
die, the tug of war will never end war and 
that it will only end when at the crucial 
moment a body of pacifists have at any cost 
testified their living faith by suffering. if 
need be, the extreme penalty. 


“TI know the point for me to consider is 
not how to avoid the extreme penalty but 
how to behave go as to achieve the object 
tn view. Where the very disturbing but 
potent factor of faith ts part of one’s con- 
uct, human calculations are of no avail. 
.,4A4_ true pacifist is a true Satyagrahi. 
The latter acts by faith and therefore is 
not concerned about the result, for he 


knows that it is assured when the action 
is true, 


IF DEMOCRACIES BEAT FASCISM 


“After all, what is the gain if the so- 
called democracies win? War certainly 
will not end. Democracies will have 
adopted all the tactics of the Fascists and 
the Nazis, including conscription and all 
other forcible methods to compel and exact 
obedience. 


“All that may be gained at the end of 
the victory is the posstbility of comparative 
protection of individual liberty. But that 
protection does not depend upon outside 
help. It comes from the internal deter- 
mination to protect it against the whole 
world. 

“In other words, the true democrat is he 
who with purely non-violent means defends 
his liberty and therefore his country’s and 
ultimately that of the whole of mankind. 

“ But the duty of resistance accrues only 
to those who believe in non-violence as a 
creed—not to those who will calculate and 
will examine the merits of each case and 
decide whether to approve of or oppose a 
particular war. It follows that such re- 
sistance is a matter for each person to de- 
cide for himself and under the guidance of 
the inner voice, if he recognises its 
existence.” " : 


In view of the introduction of Conscrip- 
tion, the Council of the Peace Pledge Union 
desires to re-affirm on behalf of its mem- 
bers the complete renunciation of war, and 
the refusal to support or sanction another. 

Because Conscription is part of the pre- 
paration for war, the PPU expresses un- 
alterable and uncompromising resistance 
to Conscription in general and to the Mili- 
tary Training Bill in particular. 

The PPU regards Conscription as anti- 
social and contrary to the best traditions 
of Democratic freedom. It believes that 
Conscription will tend to undermine the 
spiritual, social and political liberties of 
the people. 

—PPU Manifesto on Conscription. 
* * * 


Two thousand men and women marched | 
from Dick Sheppard House, London, last 
Thursday, through packed West End 
streets to demonstrate against conscription. 


3 e 
Women’s Co-op Guild 
A RESOLUTION on world peace, on the 
*™ Agenda of the Women’s Co-operative 
Guild Annual Congress calls, among other 
things, for a reduction of armaments, op- 


position to the stationing of foreign troops 
in Britain, and the destruction of all atom 


bombs. 


An addendum, submitted by the Wood 
Green Branch, asks that the Guild—as a 
pacifist body—should condemn the creed of 
class war, aS unco-operative and provoca- 
tive of antagonisms likely to lead both to 
internal and international disruption. 


/ 


and understanding. 


The sooner people disabuse their minds. 
of the mischievous un-Christian idea that 
God has favourites, the better. No indivi- 
dual and no nation can assume to fill a 
position of special privilege in relationship 
to God’s purpose. There may be, and yn- 
doubtedly are, peoples who occupy favoured. 
positions by reason of the natural, cultural © 
and spiritual advantages they enjoy. But 
they are not the consequence of exclusive 
favour. They result from the development 
and interplay of many and various forces 
over a long period of years. Such advan- 
tages, instead of providing a cause for 
boasting, should rather be thought of as 
calling for deep humility and much 
searching of heart. 


Was it not against the powerful and pri- 
vileged nations that the Hebrew prophets 
unloosed their terrific denunciation? And 
by no means the least guilty was Israel 
itself. Listen to the burning words of 
Amos! “You only have I known of all the 
families of the earth; therefore I will 
punish you for all your iniquities.” Bere 
favouritism to be found there, despite 
Israel’s favoured position. Indeed, it was 
the privileges it enjoyed which laid it open 
to sterner judgment. 


The main cause lying at the root of the 
present world disruption is this excessive 
protrusion of national and imperial sove- 
reignty and rights, a fixed determination 
that by any and every means the power 
and prestige bequeathed by the past shall 
not be surrendered. 


§ 


In the light of events there is ample 
reason for thinking that it was more to 
preserve its standing and possessions than 
to overthrow Nazism that this country went 
to war. There is just as much sin in main- 
taining powers and privileges which are a 
cause of disturbance, as there is in seeking © 
to acquire them by open aggression. To 
affirm that moral ideas on these matters 
have changed in recent years, and a new 
international code has come into being is 
the sheerest hypocrisy. If this new code 
is to be treated seriously, then it behoves 
those who set so high a value upon it to 
renounce their nationalism and claims ta 
sovereignty as an earnest of their sincerity 
and good faith. 


The urgent need of our iime is not for 
pride and boasting but for humiliation and 
confession. “Weep for yourselves” is an 
injunction which might very usefully be 
taken to heart. Without a chastened spirit 
no way of lasting good can open. As with 
persons so with nations, pardon and release 
will come when mankind is prepared to 
acknowledge its sin and transgression, and 
in humility seek the forgiveness of God. 


H. J. DALE 


e e 

to debate conscription 

Another resolution “ deplores the continu- 
ance of conscription and urges the repeal 
of the Act as soon as possible, thus re- 
leasing men for productive work and en- 
abling the four-year plan to be realised.” 
It further urges that young conscripts 
under 21 shall not be sent to serve abroad. 

An amendment by the Heston Branch 
calls for the repeal of the National Service 
Act now. , 

Salisbury Branch have submitted a re- _ 


solution calling for the formation of a 
World Food Board. 
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Challenge 
to the 
Red Cross 


Instead of Arms, by Count Berna- 
dotte. Hodder and Stoughton, 
12s. 6d. 

HERE is one thing I find quietly 

impressive about this book by a 
man who was himself unassumingly 
and quietly impressive—its simple 
impartiality. The book adds little to 
the enormous documentation of con- 
ditions in post-war Europe, but is 
important for the evidence it can con- 
firm. 

Count Bernadotte is a valuable 

witness. 

His very neutrality as chairman of 
the Swedish Red Cross gives us cause 
to place reliance on what he has to 
say—the more so when he confirms 
other observers. 

Apart from the moving picture we 
get of the humanitarian work of the 
Swedish Red Cross, there are the now 
pitifully common stories of prisoners- 
of-war, internment camps as bad as 
concentration camps, the utter dis- 
illusionment of the German people, 
their despair and hardy hankering 
for a leader, the worsening of rela- 
tions between the Germans and the 
occupying powers, dire misery and 
suffering all over Europe; the three 
million Polish orphans, the injec- 
tion of Communism into the political 
bloodstream of the Eastern States. 
It’s all there, and it should be read, 
even if you’ve read it before. Count 
Bernadotte demands a hearing. 

And, to me, the most frightening 
‘thing of all that emerges througout 
this very human narrative is the de- 
liberate obstructionism of the Rus- 
sians. Count Bernadotte was never 
hasty to censure or condemn. He 
made more allowances than many 
would. Yet everywhere he faced 
Russian suspicion, distrust or frank 
antipathy to the work of the Swedish 
Red Cross—from their refusal to allow 
visits to PoW camps to their rejec- 
tion of the Red Cross offer of relief 
to the Russian people. 

The glimmers of hope are the small 
successes of personal contact and the 
proof, on occasions, that at least part 
of the Russian attitude was explain- 
able by the Russians being wholly in- 
adequately informed. 

In one country after another there 

' are glimpses of the appalling suffer- 

ing caused by war being perpetuated 

by the infiltration of totalitarian 
methods restricting human freedom. 

The proud nationalism of the Turks, 

the suggestian that Rumania is still 

democratic beneath a Communist 

yoke may be small consolations, I 

don’t know. The future is still hope- 

lessly bewildering, and the Count 

concludes that, “ The most im- 

portant task of the Red Cross in war 

‘and peace is to campaign in all coun- 


% tries for the maintenance of peace 


in the world.” I’d like to see them do 


in. 
HARDIMAN SCOTT 


Words of Peace - No. 260 


Prayer of St. Francis 


Lord, make me an 
Inatrument of Your peace! 


Where there,is hatred, let me 
sow love; ‘ 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 


O Divine Master, grant 

That I may not so much seek 

To be consoled, as to console; 

To be understood, as to under- 
stand; 

To be loved, as to love. 


For it is in giving that we 
receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are 
oy pardoned; 


It ig in dying that we are born 
¥ to eternal life. j 
» The Prayer of St. Francis 
4, of Absisi, read by Vera 
‘og Brittain in the course of 
ip her Chairman’s Address, 
PPU Annual General 
“1 Meeting, April 23, 1949. 
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HAPPINESS= AND: PEACE 


Conditions of Happiness, by Gordon 


ORDON RATTRY TAYLOR is 

one of a small band of psycho- 
logists and sociologists who are using 
their knowledge to enhance personal 
well-being and social and world unity 
by ways which will free persons from 
the enslavement of the machine and 
of the materialism which it is being 
allowed to encourage, and society 
from the tensions which produce ideo- 
logical clashes and_ international 
war. 


“Conditions of Happiness’ is 
divided into three parts: Analysis, 
Diagnosis, and Synthesis. 


In Part I the author sets out to as- 
certain the factors which go to the 
development of human personality 
and to the achievement of human 
happiness, and in Parts II and III, 
diagnoses modern society, our indus- 
trial civilisation, in order to see to 
what extent it satisfies or permits 
the satisfaction of basic human needs. 

He catalogues basic human needs 
as follows: of the Body, freedom 
from pain, health or maintenance of 
physical equilibrium; of the Mind, 
love (active and passive), beauty and 
creativity (purposive activity) ; also 
security through self-determination, 
consistency, and variety. 


After analysing the factors neces- 
sary to the formation of a persona- 
lity capable of achieving happiness, 
Mr: Taylor examines the possibilities 
of developing such a personality in 
the conditions of an Industrial 
Society. His opening paragraph in 
the section, ‘“ Diagnosis ” is: 

“We are now in a position to assess 
contemporary industrial society against 
the standards we have evolved and thus 
to find out—not, indeed, whether it is 


happy, for we know it is not—but where 
the roots of its unhappiness lie.” 


Thereafter Mr. Taylor reveals the 
manner in which existing Industrial 
Society undermines man’s power of 
self-determination, prevents social 
cohesion, stimulates parasitism, the 
desire to get more out of life than 
one puts into it, also the demand for 
more and more ‘listractions, and the 
substitution of vicarious sport for 
personal participation. 


On the other hand, were our wants 


The New 


YEW English people realise the nature 
of the nationalism that is now being 
developed in Scotland and in Wales. 


Perhaps for the first time nationalism is 
being advocated as a means, among other 
things, of escaping from the evils of power 
politics, especially war, largely through the 
development of an economy which produces 
none of the tensions which cause war. 


Among Scottish nationalist writers I have 
noticed a marked tendency to associate 
nationalism with a policy of military neut- 
rality, while Welsh nationalists, bred in a 
strongly pacifist atmosphere, associate 
nationalism with a philosophy and an eco- 
nomy which are of the order of peace. It is 
the conviction of these writers that an 
economy which springs from a way of life 
which requires the maximum development 
of human personality is essentially co- 
operative and peaceful in nature. 


This conviction finds forceful expression 
in “ Towards an Economie Democracy,” by 
D. J. Davies (Plaid Cymru, 8 Queen Street, 
Cardiff), whose author seems in the small, 
highly self-supporting, co-operatively or- 
ganised community the conditions of maxi- 
mum personal freedom and responsibility 
on the one hand, and of a contented nation 
and a peaceful world on the other. 
minds us of some words of the late Lord 
Keynes, which the politicians are apt to 
overlook: 


“The nations of the world should pur- 


¢ 
. 
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He re-* 


Rattry Taylor. Bodley Head, 10s. 6d. 


more simple and natural, as they 
would be if we were able to derive 
satisfaction from our work, that is, 
if the latter were self-determined and 
thus vocational— 


“We could probably produce all the 
goods we really need for a satisfactory 
existence, including a sane proportion of 
the aforesaid mechanical devices with 
about four hours of labour a day.” 


As an example of our crazy de- 
mands Mr. Taylor quotes a statement 
by American camera manufacturers 
“Who estimate that, on the average, 
the buyer of a camera exposes six 
spools of film and _ then loses 
interest.” 


The author concludes: 


“What I am saying is that if every- 
one would agree to use a very much 
smaller number of such devices, it would 
be possible to remodel society in such a 
way as greatly to increase other forms 
of satisfaction, and there would be a 
mighty profit in happiness when the 
pains .were balanced ugainst the 
losses. . . . 


“The error we make is to believe that 
every new technical process must be 
adopted automatically. Happiness will 
only come when society learns to pick and 
choose, adopting only those processes 
which can be made to serve the scheme 
of happiness and rejecting the rest.” 


Readers of Peace News will not be 
unfamiliar with the following judg- 
ment: 


“Whatever else may be cast in doubt, 
I believe it is beyond question that the 
many political and economic theories 
which occupy the world today, which ab- 
sorb so much devoted support or embit- 
tered opposition, and which are held to 
justify so much brutality and bloodshed, 
are 90 per cent. error, both as regards 
ends and means. Movements _ like 
Socialism which are primarily concerned 
to help men in meeting their physical 
needs, not only leave psychological needs 
unsatisfied but are bound to intensify 
frustration by the very means they adopt 
to further their main end. © Socialists and 
Communists are dominated by the same 
error as industrial capitalists: all believe 
or act as though they believe that the 
thing is to maximise the supply of goods 
and services.” 


In this process demands are made upon 
the world’s markets and resources which 
cause war. 


And so, incidentally, a psychologi- 
cal analysis of modern industrialism 
takes us to the roots of pacifism, and 
pacifists will find this book most 
stimulating. 

WILFRED WELLOCK 


Nationalism 


sue a policy of economic isolation if they 
wish to lessen the danger of international 
conflict. Ideas, knowledge, science, hos- 
pitality, travel—these are the things 
which should of their nature be inter- 
national. But let goods be home-spun 
wherever it is reasonably and  con- 
veniently possible, and, above all, let 
finance be primarily national.” 


Mr. Davies adds: 


“Certainly there will be a better hope 
of a peaceful world when the different 
nations concentrate their energies upon 
‘cultivating their own gardens’ instead 
of competing, as at present, to plant 
‘spheres of economic interest’ in the 
gardens of their neighbours.” 

This booklet is a careful analysis and 
study of the various co-operative techniques 
by which the Welsh nationalists would 
transform Wales from an appendage of 
Britain’s world economy with all the perils 
it has involved for that country during the 
last forty years, into a free country in con- 
trol of its own economy and security and 
thus of the conditions of maximum personal 
and national well-being. His objective is 
the co-operative “third way” for Wales. 


Why not ‘a similar “third way” 
England? 

As Saunders Lewis, another Welsh 
nationalist, said a few years ago, “ Men will 
have to develop anew, and at first on a 
small scale, new communities in the shadow 
of the industrialism of the modern State.” 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


for 


Personalism 
in the 
Market Place 


The Crisis of the Human Person, by 
J. B. Coates. Longmans 12s. 6d. 


R. COATES has already written 
studies of “Ten Modern 
Prophets ” and ‘‘ Leaders of Modern 
Thought,” and has put forward his 
plea for “A Common Faith or Syn- 
thesis.” This book repeats the pat- 
tern, in that it is both a plea for 
synthesis and a critical exposition of 
a dozen prophets or leaders. 

The synthesis for which, he gays, 
he has long been searching, he has 
now found in Personalism, towards 
which, he suggests, “the whole 
thinking world is moving with 
greater or less consciousness.” 


Some of the basic ideas of per- 
sonalism are expounded in the Intro- 
duction and in the chapters on 
Berdyaev, Buber and Mumford. Mr. 
Coates then brings the viewpoint, 
which these writers have helped him 
formulate, to bear upon the thought 
ot three ‘“ Neo-Marxists ’—Mann- 
heim, Laski and Burnham; on three 
“ Defeatists "—Heard, Huxley and 
Koestler; and on the Anarchism of 
Herbert Read and the Orthodoxy of 
C. 8. Lewis, with results that confirm 
the general soundness of his position. 
If we must have an “ism,” per- 
sonalism is perhaps the best of those 
on the market just now. 


Let us be clear about the quality 
of this book. Mr. Coates is an inter- 
preter and expounder rather than an 
original thinker. Standing in a 
merely secondary fYelation to the 
ideas which he discusses, his writing 
lacks a strongly personal dynamic: 
he comes to us with no new insights. 
The role of middleman of ideas he 
plays most ably, and on that level 
this ig an excellent book of its kind, 
which deserves to reach a wide gene- 
ral public. 


But like all popularisers, Mr. Coates 
somewhat debases the currency he 
handles. His personalism seems 
awkwardly superimposed upon an op- 
timistic progressivism the founda- 
tions of which he ‘has not subjected 
to rigorous analysis. 


Despite the title, his sense of crisis 
is far from acute, and he tends to 
give it a merely political rather than 
a personal inflexion: he can even 
speak of personalism as “ an attempt 
to add a rider to Marxism.” 


And he is politically naive. He 
seems quite unaware, for instance, of 
the significance of war as the expres- 
sion of social crisis and the point at 
which the personal and the political 
come into sharp conflict, and his far 
too facile acceptance of the role of 


the State in the modern world leads — 


him to alarming betrayals such as 
this— 

“There is little doubt ... that some of 
the restrictions on freedom under the 
Soviet system which have been pro- 
foundly disturbing to Western liberals 
have arisen through the strains and exi- 
gencies to which Russia has found her- 
self subjected in building her Socialist 
economy. A personalist who recognises, 
with Maritain, that from one aspect of 
his being man is a part of a social whole 
with a duty to subordinate his wishes to 
the needs of the whole, will not be 
troubled about certain forms of inter- 
ference with freedom which may seem 
alarming to the liberal and individualist.” 
There are other slips in the book 

which strongly suggest that Mr. 
Coates personalism is not so deeply 
rooted as he supposes. Kierkegaard, 
for instance, ‘was not a personalist 
nor even a humanist, as he suggests, 
but the very opposite; and so far 
from Huxiey’s “ mystical” notions 
being valuable and his politics un- 
sound, it is rather the ‘other way 
about. : For many readers, neverthe- 
less, this will be a valuable and stimu- 
lating book. 
D. S. SAVAGE 
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News 


CHRIS HOLLIS v 
COMMUNISM 


N April 29 Christopher Hollis, MP, 

spoke in the National Peace Council 
series of lunch-hour meetings on “ Britain's 
Foreign Policy.” 

He gave a documented exposition of 
Communism, its development during the 
last thirty years and its probable strategy 
in the near future. 

He said that we had to face both military 
and the spiritual challenge of Communism; 
weapons with weapons and ideas with 
ideas. 


On the material side he felt that the 
challenge was being met by the Atlantic 
Pact, the Berlin Air-lift and general mili- 
tary preparedness. 


He was much less explicit in the realms 
of ideas. Beyond telling us that Christianity 
was a very good thing and putting in a 
plea for Chestertonian “ Distributism ” it 
was hard to gain enlightenment as to how 
we were to meet positive with positive. 


LIBERAL’S FOUR POINTS 


Mr. Dingle Foot gave the third NPC 
talk on May 6. 


He said that when anyone asked him 
why he was still a Liberal he replied that 
it was because the Party stood for some 
things which no other party stood for. 


He then made four points that Liberals 
advocate in Foreign Policy. 


1. Free institutions “ everywhere.” 
2. Right of asylum for political refugees. 


3. Recognition of the interdependence 
of economics and politics. 


4. That the Havana Charter should be 
treated as one of the most important 
recent documents- 


At question time someone asked what 
was the Liberal attitude to conscription. 
He replied, “We are against it, but not 
on pacifist grounds. We think that a 
volunteer army would be better and 
cheaper than a conscripted. one.” 

Pacifists will have an _ovportunity of 
hearing Emrys Hughes, MP, speak in the 
series of National Peace Council Lunch-hour 
Meetings on British Foreign Policy next 
Friday, May 20, at 1.15 p.m. Emrys 
Hughes is the first pacifist speaker in this 
series. Another pacifist MP, Reginald 
Sorensen, will be in the Chair. 


Paris delegates were sincere 
—ANN FRY 
By “Group Member” 


Ann Fry, addressing Central London 
Eee on the “ Paris Peace Conference ” 
ast Friday, said, she had been very en- 


» couraged by the Conference, the more so as 


£ 


it had not been pacifist 
She felt that pacifist opinion was too 
small to stop the next war, but that if all 
the people represented in Paris were as 
Sincere and ,ardent as their delegates 
there was an enormous will to peace, , 
She particularly emphasised the temper of 
the women—no longer content to provide 
the politicians with young lives to squander. 


of the 


Meetings 


Big crowd at 
Nottingham 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 
Nottingham. 


PPHE Market Square here, with its bright 

flowers among the white paving-stones 
and balustrades, was softly lit by the wester- 
ing sun as the PPU members and some 
women who had heard Sybil Morrison speak 
at a Wornen’s Club Conference in the after- 
noon, gathered for an open-air meeting on 
Tuesday, May 3. 


The small crowd of supporters rapidly 
grew to large dimensions as Donald Pipe 
opened the meeting and introduced Sybil 
Morrison. 


Nottingham had not heard anything like 
her forthright and challenging message for 
many a long year; the majority of the big 
crowd were obviously sympathetic as she 
answered questions and dealt with hecklers, 
and. the pacifists found it a source of in- 
spiration and joy to hear their case put so 
coherently and concisely and courageously. 


Donald Pipe and others mean to carty on 
regular meetings in the Square, and it is 
a matter for rejoicing and congratulation 
that the Group so keenly supports their 
efforts. 


Greater Midlands 
activity 


ACK from a three-week visit to "Ger- 

many, Connie Jones declared in Bir- 
mingham last week that she was more than 
ever convinced that “what the Peace 
Pledge Union is saying now is the message 
the world needs.” 


And that was her message to Midland 
members of the PPU on receiving from 
some of them gifts of a refectory table, 
bedside chair and bedside lamp in recogni- 
tion of nearly six years, difficult work as 
konorary secretary of the West Midland 
Area. They were presented to her by 
Harry Hilditch (a member of the PPU 
National Council), who had interrupted his 
municipal electioneering campaign specially 
for the purpose. 

The choice of gifts, however, did not in- 
dicate any intention on Connie’s part to 
rest; for she is to continue to serve as 
secretary. 


The ocedsion was the second ‘ members’ 
meeting” of the Area in a new effort to 
arouse the PPU to greater activity in the 
Midlands. 


It was reported that half a dozen volun- 
teers had sold six dozen copies of Feace 
News during the May Day procession 
through the streets of Birmingham. But 
one of them, Mrs. Dorothy Chapman, by 
energetic salesmanship, had alone accounted 
for 40 of them. 


Humphrey Moore urged all members to 
keep watch for possible news paragraphs 
and to send them promptly to the Editor of 
Peace News—in the case of Press cutzingss, 
wie name and date of paper clearly indi- 
cated. 


Pacifist Profiles 
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T is only to be expected that the pacifist movement should be well repre- 
sented in the Arts, and it has no more distinguished representative 


than Edward Benjamin Britten. 


Born in 1913, he is among the two or three most 


Renjamin Britten 


as another early mark of this. 

ele ee at Greshanta School, Balt, at 
16 he won a scholarship to the Royal 
Colege of Music, where he astonished the 
professors by his musical knowledge. One 
of them is reported to have said that “the 
lad made him feel a duffer.’ He also 
studied privately under Frank Bridge and 
Harold Samuel. 

Leaving the RCM he devoted himself to 
free-lance music and concert-giving, mostly 


“THE FAITH OF 
FRIENDSHIP” 


QOME 40 young people from England, 
Germany, Italy and the Seythelle Is- 
lands came together for the Easter Youth 
Holiday Conference arranged by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation at ‘ Oaken- 
rough,” Haslemere. During the weekend 
they discovered something of what the 
Conference title, “The Faith of Friend- 
ship,” could mean in living, discussing and 
in recreation together. ‘ 

People with knowledge and practical ex- 
perience of the social problems of the day 
served as discussion leaders. The Rev. 
W. B. J. Martin, of Crossway Central 
Mission, spoke of the problems in a London 
slum. Members heard about international 
work camps in Europe from Ian Abbott, 
and about relief work in the Far East 
from Colin Porteous. . 

Here were practical fields of service in 
which young people could express their 
brotherhood with those of different wup- 
bringing, creed and nation. Working to- 
gether in a common purpose, eg., in a 
work camp, was a valuable way of break- 
ing down barriers, and Conference mem- 
bers had some experience of its value in 
washing up and preparing vegetables to- 
gether—a wonderful loosener of tongues! 

From Wendy Edwards, who was present 
at the Amsterdam Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, the Conference learned 
that though much more co-operation had 
been achieved in some spheres than ever, 
before, the Church spoke with three voices 
on the subject of war. 

: AYLWIN TAGGART 


outstanding British composers, of nis day, his fame 
throughout the world being assured by the production 
in 1945 of his opera Peter Grimes, at Sadlers Wells. 


Like most musicians of front rank, his talent ap- 
peared almost with his birth, for by the age of two 
he was continually demanding to be lifted on to the 
piano stool and only three years later he was com- 
posing simple songs. 

His was a musical family and his brother and 
sisters played the piano with some ability, but he 
was by no means without honour in his own family 
and it is said that when Benjy had a tune to work 
out he was given priority. 
in childhood was musical scores, and by the age of 
nine he had composed a string quartet. 
ability to write for strings has indeed remained with 
him, and his Simple Symphony, for string orchestra, 
which he began in his eleventh year (to be revised in 


His bedtime reading even 


His peculiar 


with Peter Pears. Most of his work for 
the tenor voice—including the name part 
in Peter Grimes and the lovely Serenade— 
has been written for this close friend and 
fellow-pacifist, who, in 1947, at a PPU 
concert in London, sang the first perfor- 
mance of Canticle, specially composed in 
memory of Dick Sheppard. 

These two young musicians together 
spent countless hours during the later war 
years and subsequently in giving concerts 
all over the country for CEMA, Save 
Europe Now and other organisations. 

In 1939 and until 1942 he worked in 
America, obtaining the Coolidge Medal in 
1941. Returning from there to appear 
before a CO Tribunal, where Sir Adrian 
Boult spoke impressively of his importance 
to British music, he was granted uncondi- 
tional exemption. 

By 1934 he was writing film music, and 
this had an indirect relation to later 
operatic*work, for it was in the film busi- 
ness that he met Montagu Slater, the 
Peter Grimes librettist, and W. H. Auden, 
with whom he wrote among other vocal 
works, Hymn to St. Cecilia and in 1941 
an earlier operatic effort, Paul Bunyan. 

His output has been copious and of great 
variety, choral, orchestral and solo, but 
before Peter Grimes he was known only in 
limited circles. With that opera’s perfor 
mance his name blazed into prominence, 
and since then he has been “ world news,’ 
as well as being in constant demand both 
as composer and performer, for he is a 
pianist and accompanist of genius. Among 
his recent works are Albert Herring, The 
Rape of Lucretia and a new realisation of 
The Beggar's Opera. 

Benjamin Britten is a man of wide in- 
terests and all-round abilities, active in 
body as well as.in mind and spirit. At 
school, mathematics and most other Jessons 
came easily to him, and his recreations are 
still tennis, badminton and swimming. 

He is still a youngish man, and has by 
no means yet reached the top of his fame. 
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} World Citizenship Movement. 


Mount Pellier Road; Area Conference for 


BURY srt. 
Church, Chu 
for Suffolk ; 
FoR. 


NOTTINGHAM: 3.30 p.m. Adult School- 
rooms, Friar Lane; Area Conference for 
ee Nottinghamshire; Hugh Faulkener; 

On, 


EDMUNDS: 3 p.m. Unitarian 
rch Street; Area Conference 
Rev. Clifford H. Macquire; 

Group. 


TORQUAY: 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Unity Hall, 


South Devon and East™Co : 
J. Russell; FoR. eng Sydney 


Sunday, May 15 
‘FINSBURY PARK: 


110 am. eal 
Seaieek: Speaker: Kenneth alae 
© Newington Groap, PPU, 


vice “My Recent Visit to Essen”; 
Patrick Figgis. 


FINSBURY PARK: 
meeting; Speakers: 
Tony Bradshaw ; 


Wednesday, May 25 


HIGHGATE: N.6: 30 Wood 
Party; World Citlzenshishy yaaa 


Thursday, May 26 
LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn 
Tee ala open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


Monday, May 23 
TOWER HILL: 
ing; Brian Anstey: 


Rev. 


11 am. Open-air 
Christopher Wren and 
Stoke Newington PPU eases 
August, within 
nade, Lowestoft. 


1 p.m. Open-air meet- 
PPU. 


Riding. Box 53 


Garden 


comforts. *A. and 


gate. Tel.: 


ford, Kent. 


contained rooms, one lady. 
87, Pulborough Road, S8.W.18. 


WILL ANYONE offer grammar school 
teacher, wife, little girl, reasonably seif- 
contained accommodation. 
ten miles Wandsworth: 
Possibly long tenure. 


FAMILY ACCOMMODATION, furnished 
eottage or otherwise; two weeks 
July; sea or hill country Lancs or West 


DERRYSHIRE HILLS. 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful] recuperation: 
K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, Matlock. 
Ambergate 44). 

SEASIDE HOLIDAY accommodation for 
Vegetarians and otherg welcomed. Vege- 
tariana at Innisfree, St. Mary's Bay, Ash- 


Miss Parker, 


LITERATURE, &c. 


From beginning | “QUA KERISM. 


Gibson, 19a Espla- | ty, Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Frienda’ 
Committee, Friends’ House, 
June or | London. 
PERSONAL 


Food Reform 
MARRIAGE BUREAU. 
all modern 'ductions arranged privately. 
(Station: Amber- 


printing—books, 
magazines, 


catalogues, 


than the mediocre.. 


From Heaven" by Charles Williams. 
Parker, 87, Pulborough-road, S.W.18. 


Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 


Home Service 
Euston Rd., 


Suitable intro- 

Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 

WALKER PRINTING Service, 175 Fleet 
Street, E.C.4, invites enquiries for quality 
pamphlets, 
colour and commercial]. 
mates .vrove wood printing coats no more 


10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday to Friday, up ta 9.30 p.m, 


Miss ‘ 
Wednesday evening. No special experience 


6 neceasary. 1 minute Finsbury Park 
Station, 3 Blackstock Road (above Fish 
and Cook, atationers), N.d.—or phoite 


STAmford Hill 2262-4, 


WAR RESISTERS’ International wel 
comes gifts of foreign stamps and ume 
damaged air mail covers. Please send te 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenue, 
Bush Hill Park, Enfield, Middlesex. 

TRAVELLERS, SALESMEN are needed 
to sell Endsleigh Cards. 1949 Christmas 
Range shortly available, a larger selection 
of attractive and distinctive designa at 
keen prices. Usual commission offered. 
Endsleigh Cards help provide the funds to 
continue Peace News. Help and sugges 
tions warmly welcomed, | Please send de 
tails to the Manager, Endsleigh Cards, c/a 
pie Na Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road Lon 
on, f 


Esti- 
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Letters to 


Marie - Louise Berneri 


ANY pacifists who knew Marie-Louise 

Berneri will already have learnt with 
a shock of her death at the age of thirty- 
one, 


Though not pacifists themselves, Marie- 
Louise and her husband (Vernon Richards) 
were often associated with pacifists in their 
work, and they were consistent in their 
opposition to war, on anarchist grounds. 

Marie-Louise, who wrote books, pam- 
phlets and articles and edited anarchist pub- 
lications, in addition to supervising much 
of the publishing undertaken by the Free- 
dom Press, always found time for the less 
spectacular work as well. Many who did 
not know her name must have seen the very 
strikingly beautiful girl with the mass of 
dark hair who sold Spain and the World 
(which later changed its title to War Com- 
mentary, and eventually to Freedom) out- 
side public meetings. 

Ethel Mannin and I were among those 
pacifists who worked with Marie-Louise at 
the time of the Spanish Civil War and came 
to know her as a good comrade, of great 
vitality, courage and natural gaiety. Our 
contact' at that time was chiefly concerned 
with relief work for Spanish refugees, and 
in later years we found occasional oppor- 
tunities for co-operation in matters relat- 
ing to the World War. The last time that 
I saw Marie-Louise was at the trial of four 
anarchists for sedition in 1945, when she 
was one of the accused. It was on a deci- 
sion of our Defence Commitee. and against 
her personal wishes, that tne case was de- 
fended by Counsel on legal grounds. Her 
own preference, which I now think was a 
correct one, was for the , “iscners conduct- 
ing their own case. As things turned out 
she was the only one of the four to be 
acquitted, by what she regarded as a legal 
“quibble,” and she took no satisfaction at 
all in this. 

Marie-Louise was the daughter of 
Camillo Berneri, a distinguished and cul- 
tured Italian who was _ internationally 
known, especially among anarchists. Much 
of his life was snent as a refugee, and he 
died eventually in Barcelona, shot by a 
Communist during the fighting in May, 
1937, when Communists and Anarchists 
were struggling for the control of Cata- 
lonia. Marie-Louise, then a girl of nine- 
teen was already an experien-ed and able 
worker for the ‘cause to whie') ter who'e 
family had devoted itself. Into twelve 
years that followed from her futier’s death 
until her own, this heroic youn y woman 
packed so much work that most peple 
would have been reasonably proud had they 
lived the normal span of years and achieved 
‘even half as much. 

Every pacifist who knew Marie-Louise 
Ferneri will, I am sure, remember her with 
gratitude, admiration and affection. Those 
who never knew her, will, I hope, feel some 
inspiration in thinking of a lite se uiteriy 
devoted to the cause of liberty and justice. 

REGINALD REYNOLDS 


~@ ARMY DAY 


(Continued from page one) 


Pledge Union into the coiumns of the Even- 
ing News in the following paragraph: 

“ During the course of the parade police 
confiscated thousands of pamphlets which 
were heing distributed by the Peace 
Pledge Union, These pamphlets were 
headed “ Must Children Die as Nations 
Arm?” 

Every London newspaper with the excep- 
tion of The Times, printed the picture of 
the Ludgate Circus demonstration by a 
group of mothers who “stole the show” 
from the Army. The peace slogans they 
carried were quoted in BBC news bulletins. 

The women, mostly wives of ex- 
servicemen, waited until the motorised sec- 
tions of the parade and the bus loads of 
police had passed before rushing into the 
road to make a human barrier. 


THROUGH A YORKSHIRE TELE- 
SCOPE: 

Viewing the incident apparently from 200 
miles away, the Yorkshire Post describes 
it thus: “... there were no disturbances 
if importance, though in Ludgate Circus 
a number of women members of _ the 
Peace Pledge movement caused a little 
inconvenience to the marchers by distri- 
buting leaflets. 


| 


REST and PEACE in IRELAND 
June, July, 400-year-old Country House, Woods and 
River in Grounds, Moorland and Mountain views. 
Turf fires, candle and lamplight. Books on many 
subjects, good piano. 
Animals welcomed. Vegetarian food 
4gns. WEEKLY 
SHEILA FITZGERALD, Charleville House, 
Turlough, Castlebar, Mays. 


if requested. 


VEGETARIANISM 


as a homane practice demands the consideration of 
all pacifists. 

Write for literature, and recipe hooks (Vegeta- 

rianism for Beginners ls. 1d.; Vegetarian Recipes 

la. 8d. post free) from the VEGETARIAN 

SOCIETY (Est. 1847), Bank Square, Wilmslow, Nr. 
Manchester. 


the Editor 


Pacifists in France 


AS a response to the “ Congress of the 
“~~ Partisans of Peace” held recently in 
Paris, a “ Demonstration against War and 
Dictatorship ” was held the following week 
in which the Cartel International de la 
Paix, which groups the various French 
pacifist movements, participated. 

Unfortunately the Socialist Party also 
participated. This it should be said, is 
the party that is known, even to its own 
militants, as the “loyal managing director 
of Capitalism.” 

Its deputies vote military credits, its 
Ministers are often scoundrels like Depreux 
and Moutet who were responsible for the 
massacres in Indo-China, Madagascar and 
Algeria, like Ramadier who made the army 
kill strikers, like Gouin who was chased 
from office following an enormous black 
market scandal. 

This demonstration against war and dic- 
tatorship began with a private meeting in 


the Sorbonne, in the course of which 
speakers of all the organisations were 
heard. 

Certain delegates like Sydney Hook 
(USA) and de Kadt (Holland) were 


shouted at for having defended the Mar- 
shall Plan and the Atlantic Pact. Most of 
the other speakers displayed their hostility 
to the USSR and expressed their partisan- 
ship of the USA. 

True, they all wanted Peace, but none of 


them had any constructive solution to 
offer! 

It was then that Frank Emmanuel, 
general secretary of the Cartel Inter- 


national de la Paix, Maurice Paisant, An- 
archist, and Racine, Syndicalist, took up 
the word and explained to the hall our 
conception of “ revolutionary pacifism ” and 
our methods of fighting—namely, refusal to 
obey, general strike, boycott of arms trans- 
port, non-violence and social revolution. 


The bomb for peace! 


In the evening 6 to 7,000 gathered at a 
meeting in the Velodrome d’Hiver. It was 
a small crowd for such a demonstration. 
It is certain that if the Socialist Party had 
not iparticipated we should have had a 
crowd of 15,000 as at the meeting of Garry 
Davis. 

There were many speeches, of which 
those of Ignazio Silone and David Rousset, 
on the need for social revolution, made a 
great impression. Then came a certain 
Carl Compton, American savant and maker 
of atomic bombs, who declared that the 
atomic bomb was an assurance of peace! 

That was the limit! The hall shouted its 
astonishment and disapproval. Then, the 
Anarchists, who had been refused a hearing 
(democratically!) invaded the platform 
while troublesome elements of 
the 4th International (Trotskyites) profited 
by the disturbance to exchange blows with 
the stewards. 

In the tumult, Garry Davis tried to read 
a declaration, but no one heard it. 

Calm returned when speech was _ per- 
mitted to the Anarchists (who are asso- 
ciated with the Cartel International de la 
Paix). In his turn, then, our comrade Fon- 
tain made a forthright speech, saying that 
what the people needed more than all this 
poetic speechifying was a true and precise 
formula, upon which an authentic popular 
movement for revolutionary pacifism should 
be based. And he reminded us that ‘The 
proletariats have no country!” 

The whole audience made it clear by their 
enthusiastic applause that this speech was 
the most brilliant of the evening. 

At the close a final resolution was 
adopted: 

“That the cause of Peace is closely 
bound up with the struggle for the social 
and economic transformation of the 
whole world. This struggle can only be 
maintained by the support and extension 
of democratic liberties.” 

Unhappily, in this country where four 
years of Nazi ocupation have left deep 
traces, the notion of “ democratic liberties ” 
is by no means the same for everybody! 

BERNARD SALMON 
Rue Emile Zola, 

Corneilles en Parisis, 

S. et O. France. 


Old clothes wanted 


Central London Group having agreed to 
run a jumble sale on behalf of Stepney 
PSU would welcome clothes, etc. 

Gifts will be collected on receipt of a 
post card which should be sent to Sidney 

/ Billson, 33 Compton Road, N.1. 


All books Reviewed on page four 
should be obtained from :— 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
124 Shaftesbury Ave., W.| 


AFTER MAY 28th 
MOVING TO 


3 BLACKSTOCK RD., N.4 
(at PEACE NEWS office) 


Newcastle P.P.U. 
hands over 
Greek C.0. petition 


Two-hundred-and-fifty-four signatures 
were on a petition of protest handed to 
the Greek Consul on April 29 in New- 
castle following the execution of two 
Greek conscientious objectors, John 
Tsoukaris and George Orphandis. The 
COs were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


MPHE petition was handed to the Consul 

by a deputation of representatives of 
the PPU, FoR, UNA and the British-Soviet 
Society, who drew attention to Article 18 
of the Human Rights Declaration adopted 
by the UN Assembly: ‘“ Everyone has the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion. .. .” 

The Newcastle PPU Group, who organised 
the petition, have had the matter taken up 
by two local MPs, one of whom, John 
McKay (MP for Wallsend) received a letter 
from Mr. Mayhew, Under Secretary r 
Foreign Affairs in which he says: 

“T have no information about Mr. Tsou- 
karis but I have asked our Embassy in 
Athens for a short report and will let you 
know. 

“Mr. Orphanidis was executed on March 
2. He had already been called up for mili- 
tary service and had received the usual 
training, in the course of which he had 
borne arms. When ordered with his unit 
to take part in military operations, he re- 
fused to obey orders, intimating for the first 
time that he was a member of the sect 
known as Jehovah's Witnesses. The Corinth 
special Court Martial, before which he ap- 
peared, refused to accept this plea as Mr. 
Orphanidis had already been bearing arms. 
In the conditions of civil war prevailing in 
Greece the Greek authorities have been ob- 
liged to introduce martial law which pro- 
vides for the severest penalty for such 
offences. 

“You will appreciate that His Majesty’s 
Government (except where British interests 
or Treaty obligations are involved) have 
no status to intervene in the trials of 
foreign nationals by their own courts, 
which are essentially a mattey within the 
domestic jurisdiction of the country con- 
cerned. In the case of Hungary, an ex- 
enemy country, as for example in the trial 
of Cardinal Mindszenty referred to in the 
newspaper cutting (PN, 25.3.49) His 
Majesty’s Government have certain rights 
and duties under the terms of the Peace 
Treaty to ensure that the Hungarian 
Government carries out those clauses con- 
cerning human rights and the fundamental 
freedoms.” 

Tom Lang, Secretary of Newcastle PPU 
Group comments: “It is a historical fact 
that the present government would not be 
in power in Greece were it not for British 
intervention in 1944. It is also very doubt- 
ful whether it would remain in power for 
more than a few weeks but for American 
arms and British troops. 

“ Greek military dictatorship is bolstered 
up by British Government support, and it 
is impudent of our Foreign Office to dis- 
claim all responsibility for the Greek 
Government’s policies and actions. In any 
case, is not Greece a member of the United 
Nations, and Britain also? 

“Should not the British Government 
protest vigorously to the Greek Govern- 
ment about their violation of Article 18? 
Or can it be that fundamental freedoms 
are only of importance in ex-enemy 
countries.” 


@ SEVEN QUESTIONS 


(Continued from page one) 


global arms pact and suicidal arms race, 
or whether their first allegiance and expen- 
diture shall be for the United Nations and 
a world system of law and government. 

We recognise the cruel dilemma which 
our State Department feels it is in with 
the fear and _ insecurity prevalent in 
Europe, with Communist infiltration of 
many countries, with the difficulties of 
securing agreement in the Soviet_ Union 
over atomic energy control ... the Russian 
boycott of most UN specialised agencies 
and their recent withdrawal] from the World 
Health Organisation, the loss of freedom 
and liberty in Eastern Europe .. . and 
similar situations. 

However, many Americans doubt that 
the USA has made a thorough-going effort 
to... modify the cold war. They look 
with apprehension upon the President’s 
seeming unwillingness to talk with Stalin 
or suggest some counter proposal. 


FOOTNOTE: 
‘Mr. Henry Wallace, in his evidence be- 
fore the Committee, accused the State 


Department of holding up for a month 
the Russian offer to lift the Berlin blockade 
— because of fears that it might block the 
Atlantic Pact.” 

The Russians, he said, told the State 
Department on Mar. 21 that they were 
ready to end the blockade on condition 
that the Big Four should consider the 
whole German problem. “ This Soviet con- 
cession,” he said “explodes the myth on 
which the Pact is based.” 

This doctrine of containment of Russia 
and Communism, he said, was not an 
American doctrine but a policy first advo- 
cated and since steadily pursued by Mr. 
Churchill, except for a short interval in the 
war. It was not the business of an Ameri- 
can to further the policies of Mr. Churchill 
and a small group of military men and im- 
perialists who joined him. 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


| No. 673 
“And speak a tyrant’s functions down) — - 
—George Loveless (Tolpuddl 

Martyr). 


T was Army Day, and Victory Day; Ca 
and the people of London had 
gathered to see jeeps and tanks and app 
marching men proceeding in forma ‘ 
tion through the streets. There was | 
very little colour; even the sun struck 
no glint from the muddy green of th¢ 
vehicles and the khaki uniforms of 
the men. : 
In the Strand, where I was giving of 
leaflets, the most brilliant sight was th 
silver braid on the cap and shoulders a 


a particularly important-looking — polid AEMOS 
officer. and s 

There had been little time to organist ment publ 
wide distribution of leaflets, for it wal newspaper 
only publicly announced on. Tuesday thal Saturday 


CHURCH 
TO | 


Thursday, May 5, was to be the occasio# 
for a great Army march. Through the posed ae 
energy and initiative of Hugh Brock of _ The edi 


Peace News a specially written leaflet wal Torre, edi 
printed in twenty-four hours and readj sition Ca 
for distribution by the few stalwarts wht Communis 
were able to come at such short notice, of Weapons < 


the Thursday. aaa jus 
Or truth 

Leaflets confiscated Fee 
As I stood at the corner of Aldwych i The art 


was thinking what tremendous courage it never bee 
would take to push through the crowd intd Church; t 
the middle of the road, interrupt the pro: not preve 
cession, and call out the words of the leaf greatest 

let, when a very tal! police sergeant boré tactics: 

down on me and took the leaflets out o “Tt is 
my hands. with viol: 


This was rather a sudden descent from it in blooc 
my high thoughts of ‘speaking down” thé testimony 
tyranny of war more literally than bf  « The i 
handing out leaflets. I was brave enoug is aye u 
to argue with the police sergeant as to hi canticin a 
right to confiscate the property of my of example | 
ganisation, but I was still unsure as {@ P 
whether I would have been brave enough “ Comn 
to interrupt an exhibition of military demonstr 
power as a gesture against war preparsy justice h: 
tion. : to activat 


Later I read of a dozen women who did — “ Comn 
in fact stand in front of the marching me phenomer 
with placards bearing the words, “N0@ party. 1] 
More War,” “Homes not Bombs,” “ Wé motive ai 
Want Peace For Our Kids.” These words} made mo 
along with our own leaflet headed “ Must or lasted 
Children Die As Nations Arm?” should ways mo 
surely find an echo in the hearts of peoplé a defeats 
all over the world. time. N 

“ Liber 
suffocate: 
by a Fri 
revolutio 
ing abou 
moving 
world. |] 
tarded f 
olotted a 
' but arriy 
account. 


“Tf o 


No assurance of peace 


These women were trying, as we weré 
with our leaflets, to “speak down” thé 
tyranny of war; we were all saying, bj, 
implication, that this display of military 
strength gave no assurance of security fo 
our children, nor for peace in our time. 


It is not easy to cut across the emotiona 
instinct of mass acclamation at a patrioti 
display; it is not easy to resist one’s o 
instinct to shirk the effort required. Theré : 
is, too, the constant dilemma of deciding Russia, 
whether the particular action will do moré Should 1 
harm than good; to shake people out of lauidate 
their apathetic acceptance of war-preparay UnPardo: 
tion is part of the work of the catipa ie 
and every effort will be made to havé 
ready leaflets and posters relevant to al 
occasions. 


My quotation this week is from the song 
of the Tolpuddle Martyrs, those pioneer 
of the Labour Movement, whose non: 
violent struggle has gone down in history? 
we must be gutided, as they were, by wha 
we believe to be good; we must be willing: 
as they were, to suffer for what we believ 
to be right. 


«The 
) 


U.S. 


TITNITEI 
ma 6, tl 
entry in 
casion f 
Milton | 

Miltor 
one of t 
their in, 
called tl 


re, . “men,” 2 
conscription demonstration on Reg?" yuilds d 


tration Day (Saturday, May 21) is being 


Anti-conscription rally 
in North London 


AN all-day open-air meeting and anti 


a 


organised by members of the Hornsey He in 
Islington and Stoke Newington PPU Groups fore, thi 
and the No Conscription Council. met I 

They are appealing for support to keep a 
meeting going from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. out Sites 
side the Holloway Labour Exchange (a ER 
the corner of Medina Road and Seve Wher 
Sisters Road) while eighteen-year-old con ma 
scripts are registering for military services Us 

Pacifists willing either to speak, distri Wher 
tribute leaflets or sell Peace News durin ma 
the meeting are asked to forward thel Jus 
names to Hugh Brock at 3 Blacksto¢ vio 
Road, N.4. (Phone STA 2262), stating th 53 
hours during which they would be availabl Wher 

Medina Road is a short trolleybus ridf atr 
from Camden Town Staation or fiv¥ lia 
minutes walk from Finsbury Park Statio wit 

Next week's Peace News will be | His 
special “ anti-conscription” number sul Whe 
able for selling outside Labour Exchange isn 
Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, Fo 
Peace News Ltd. Printed by W. F. Clifford Printi ex 

Co. Ltd. (T.U.), London, N16. q 
| 
. 


